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A Call for Holistic Education Scholarship
The quality of nursing practice and the ability to respond to the life and health challenges of people in the care of nurses are greatly dependent on the nature and content of nursing education. Three trends in nursing and society in the United States herald the need to develop innovative and efficient approaches to nursing education grounded in a holistic frame of reference. We are dealing with an emerging and ominous shortage of nurses that is fed by the lack of material and human resources to address the volume of education required. There is evidence that the approaches and practices of nursing education in its current form fall short in preparing nurses who can integrate and respond to complex sources of information and situational contexts. Failures in our health care system include lack of responsiveness to primary care and prevention, variability in access to health care for different segments of the population, and overexpenditure of resources and capital on practices that do not respond fully to the wholeness of the human condition.
These three trends coexist with positive trends in nursing and health care that give hope and inspiration for transformative practices that can improve the human condition. Nurses are hungry for approaches that attend to the holistic nature of health and illness and that integrate fully with the lives of people. Growing numbers of nurses are being attracted to holistic nursing, and holistic nursing is being integrated into health care delivery systems and general educational preparation of nurses. Nurses are developing and enhancing their holistic nursing preparation through formal education in advanced practice programs, research-focused doctoral programs, and continuing education opportunities. Certifications and credentialing in holistic nursing has become more advanced and widely accepted. Holistic nursing research as well as research in holistic health care practices is gaining wider support and is becoming more sophisticated in its approaches to discovery and knowledge development.
The Journal of Holistic Nursing serves to promote scholarship that addresses the role and impact of education from a holistic perspective. Holistic educational research serves to shape and inform the best practices to integrate holistic nursing in courses, curricula, and programs and to develop approaches to teaching and learning that are based on core principles of holistic nursing. By advancing a research agenda that incorporates holistic educational research, AHNA could add to the knowledge base that would assist in addressing the challenging trends in health care and accentuating and enhancing progress in positive trends. I look forward to receiving more manuscripts that disseminate a variety of forms of knowledge through the scholarship of writing and publishing.
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